
Extending ESL learning  beyond 
classroom through social media
TOPIC:
Creating and sharing social media content as a 
form of learning

  AIMS:
- Identifying the WHYs and HOWs to expanding the ESL through social 
media;
- Shedding light on the power of social media with a view to enhancing 
individual learning;
-Maximizing the students’ study routine beyond the classroom space.

By Teacher Mariana Caplea,
“Mihail Sadoveanu” Secondary School, Braila



 It is the handiest means of communication in the current context;
It allows you to engage with people/ trying different social media 
platforms, especially those that are tailored for discussion and 
interaction;
It gives independent language learning a well-deserved jump-start;
It creates new opportunities and experiences, which is a huge 
motivator;
Textbook English is too stiff, bland and incomplete compared to the 
richness of social media language –genuine, to the point, colourful, 
visually appealing – suitable for various learning styles;
It provides CONTEXT FOR LEARNING;
It is larger than life – it has a wider scope of action;
It teaches students about safe and responsible use, also helping to 
create positive social change.

WHY learning with Social Media?



We are teaching 
DIGITAL NATIVES!

“A blessing in disguise”( gap between what the 
Internet used to be ,”a hot potato” among 
teachers and parents alike and how useful it has 
turned out to be in the current context ; the 
so-called harmful effects now have multiple 
benefits over the learning skills).
 DIGITAL LITERACY is a daunting task, yet the 
requirement that could smooth out the 
generation clash: Millenials – Generation Z.
REFLECTION TIME!
I dare you to take a moment and think how it 
has impacted each of you personally on a 
professional level.
Tapping into OUR digital potential, getting to the 
core of meaningful learning.
In the Romanian school, we weren’t used to 
teaching like this  vs. “thrown in at the deep 
end”.



It dawned on me what a great resource I have  right under my 
nose… with great potential waiting to be capitalized on.
Looking for a way to reach out to my students and ultimately show 
up in an improved/upgraded version.
First feeble attempts: audio recordings in an effort to connect with 
my Ss, then short videos , theme related and task-based/ Fb posts 
on class groups. 
Arming myself up with tech skills.
YouTube – ultimate journey , the English learning channel “my 
english space”.
Don’t forget to check out my channel and recommend it to your Ss! 
/ Why not take a first step to foster individual learning?
REFLECTION POINT:
Which of the skills would your students get the most out of? 

Here’s my story… 
No smooth sailing!



It strengthens class learning;
It is FLEXIBLE & ACCESSIBLE (for anyone, anytime, 
anywhere);
It is a timesaver with revision for tests, term papers+ 
provides countless ideas for projects/ presentations;
Creates a stable familiar learning environment(help with 
getting into the right study routine; it is convenient – 
comfort factor);
Ensures immersion into real life language;
Provides limitless opportunities for practice;
Encourages INDEPENDENT LEARNING;
It exposes learners to a wide range of accents, 
showcasing the variety of language users belonging to a 
multitude of backgrounds.

   EXTENDED LEARNING - key to being   
PROACTIVE?



Youtube language learning channels/ free lessons of all kinds aiming 
at developing all 4 skills+ Learning to learn ( “my english space”, 
“Speak English with Vanessa”, “mmmEnglish”, “English with Lucy”, 
“Linguamarina”, plus other channels that are not language- 
oriented: history, travel, makeup, food, family life, The Kelly 
Clarkson Show, etc. )
Join an online community- Facebook groups(discussion groups, 
forums).
Try different classes( depending on your interest, create your own 
cosy learning space from home).
Other media – social platforms, communication centered: 
Instagram, Twitter, Reddit (reach out to people that you follow & 
start a conversation).
Broaden your horizons, get a feel for other cultures/ jobs/ domains.
Help your students to gain valuable insights into motivation, 
learning  strategies, pronunciation, etc.

What’s out there?



How to maximize LEARNING with SOCIAL MEDIA 
in class

1. Listening for gist (Youtube - songs, short 
videos from TV shows, snippets on a 
certain topic);

2. Follow-up activities- writing a review for 
a recipe, a comment to a song, starting 
a class survey, composing a stanza/ 
riddle, interview, short dialogue, etc.

3.  Understanding various types of writing( 
advertising, media language, etc) – 
deciding on the word choice and writing 
techniques.

4. Creating a social change 
campaign(promoting a cause they 
believe in encourages Ss to be active 
citizens).

❖ Stop & Reflect!

        How would you use Facebook to get 
your Ss writing? Find a catchy topic!



Watching a clip on YouTube 
with my 7th graders ;
Source:“Glamour Magazine” 
channel
Title: “70 Men Ages 5-75: 
What are you saving money 
for?”
Focus: 

-developing listening, speaking 
and writing skills; 

-giving arguments for your 
choice.

   
Get your students talking!
Sample of Assignment with Social Media

 



✔ Hands-on approach with 3rd graders 
using other Yt channels – “Rebeca’s 
adventures” ;

✔ Video: “I got a letter from Santa”;
✔ Exposing Ss to the British accent 

through the voice of a 9 year-old 
Romanian  girl living in the UK;

✔ How I used it:
-warm-up (what her accent sounds like, 

is it any different, etc.)
-gap-fill exercise ( flavour of sweets , 

colour of packaging, etc.);
-follow-up activity:
*What 3 questions would you ask 

Rebeca? (about Santa Claus)

Across cultures



Christmas- related Activities

   Why? 
- to foster cultural diversity



Social Learning MYTHS -
holding you back? 

❑Whether we realize it or not humans are wired for social 
learning.

❑Social media promotes self-directed learning, preparing 
students to search for answers, make decisions and think 
outside the box.

❑Social media is definitely shaping and influencing how 
students learn and interact today.

❑Are deeper engagement and better performance the 
strengths or the weaknesses of Social Media learning?

LET’S DEBUNK THESE MYTHS!



Myth 1:
You have to be tech- 

savvy to learn 
digitally

o Minimal knowledge is 
enough;

o Interface is intuitive;
o Learning a new skill as 

part of life learning 
process.

Myth 2: 
Feedback and reactions 

are hard to get

o Human interaction stands 
at the core of online 
programs ( group/ forum 
posts, discussions, face to 
face meetings);

o There are rules and 
etiquette about how to 
communicate in the 
online environment and 
feedback is truly 
encouraged.

                                                         
                                                    



Myth 3:
It is less structured & 

ineffective

o It has to be goal- 
oriented;

o Social activities are a 
reflection of your learning 
goals

Myth 4:
Online learning is all 

lecture

o Video lectures are a 
component of many 
programs, but it goes 
much deeper.

o Most of the programs are 
centered around 
interaction and dicussion, 
using the chat box or 
simply recording yourself 
as part of a weekly 
assignment.



Students’ 

testimonials

❖Best video! I have never seen an awesome video like this! I love it! 🤩Perfect!

-Maria Cosmina-

❖Thank you so much I learned many things from you 🤩👍

❖My lack of self-discipline stops me from English fluency. If I had worked regularly on my 
English, I'd have better results now. I had too long breaks. I appreciate your lessons, 

they encourage me to get back on the horse again. If I work on a daily basis, I'll level up 
my English.

-a Ukrainian learner-

❖Really true I have to put time , dedication and practice into vocabulary and grammar if I 
want to be effective and confident when speaking English. Thank you for your 

encouraging video.

-Malu Bates-



In a nutshell… Get  

DIGITAL!

Doable - Providing our students with a digital anchor for learning to 
maximize learning efficiency – SOCIAL MEDIA;
Input - Making use of free resources at your fingertips ;
Growth - Bridging gaps , such as: generation gap, cultural gap – 
offering a bird’s-eye view of the world;
Inclusion - Pinpointing and raising awareness on social issues and 
cultural values(citizenship, inclusion) /Enlarging our Ss’ learning 
context ;
Trial and Error - Creating a space of their own beyond the 
classroom - greatly needed, adding to school performance/ implied 
benefits - creating a space to try and make mistakes;
Approach - Enabling Ss to PERSONALIZE and INTERNALIZE their 
LEARNING experience with additional practice!
Layout - QUALITY over QUANTITY (getting more mindful about it!)



THANK YOU for your time!


