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SHORT FILMS AS TOOLS IN TEACHING NEW 

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR STRUCTURES



Why use short films in EFL classes?

A

A way to let students experience 
another culture

An opportunity to support
communication, comprehension and 
written expression

B

C

A powerful classroom tool to inspire 
and engage students



What are the benefits of using 
short films in the EFL classes, in 
your opinion?



Further motivation for choosing to teach using 
short films 

Film An opportunity to make the students 
talk or write in a foreign language

Research 
study

90% of the information transmitted 
to the brain is visual;
40% of people will respond better to 
visual information than plain text

Abilities 
developed

decoding, inference, analysis, creativity, 
vocabulary



Learning styles

• There is not one main learning 
style;

• Students learn differently in 
different situations;

• Different learning styles require 
different teaching styles and 
flexibility from the teacher;

• Using film in teaching is a good 
way to meet all students’ needs.

Auditive
Visual
Kinaesthetic
Mixed



Reasons I chose using short films in my classes
Encountered  problem

Spoken communication in English

“SHORT FILMS AS TOOLS IN TEACHING NEW VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR 
STRUCTURES

”  Find some solutions and some new ways of improving spoken 
communication among high school students 

 Aims

      Improving   
students’ 

communication 
skills in a foreign 

language;

Developing 
students critical 

thinking;

Familiarizing 
students with 

literary works by 
means of film 
adaptations;



Types of activities

1. Before watching a short film

2. While watching a short film

3. After watching a short film



Anticipate content 
Have students watch 2-3 minutes silent video clip in which there is the dialogue 
scene. Then, group the students and ask them to think of what the characters are 

talking about

1

Introducing vocabulary and grammar
Display and discuss any new words or concepts

2

                                      Create expectations: 
   Have students see a picture from the film and talk about what the film is 
about.

3

                                                   Predicting: 
    Students watch a small part of the film, then the teacher stops the video. Students 
have to predict what will happen next.4

Before watching activities



What do you think the short film is about, 
after looking at the picture?



Backdoor : In pairs or small groups, one or more students view and describe 
to the other students who have their backs to the screen. 

Vocabulary activities: Depending on the theme of the video (for example you 
can use action words and / or furniture) have students make lists of words and 
then use them.

Eye Witnessing : Students are grouped in two 2 groups and or more. Where 
some groups acts as policemen and the others act as witness. This can be 
easily done by asking the acting as policemen to leave the room while the 
others acting as eyewitness stay in the room and watch the clips 

While watching activities

https://image1.slideserve.com/1517632/backdoor-l.jpg
https://image1.slideserve.com/1517632/eye-witnessing-l.jpg


Write as many words related to furniture 
as you can remember from the short 
movie.



DIALOGUE: Students watch and then re-enact the dialogue in the story. Add 
in a narrator if necessary. This is a great speaking/writing combined lesson. 

Retelling : Students are asked to retell the story in the clips. It can be done 
with video clips which are not longer than 2-3 minutes. 

WRITING a different ending:  Have students retell the story or rewrite the 
story – but with a different ending.

After watching activities

https://image1.slideserve.com/1517632/retelling-l.jpg


Think of a different ending for the story by 
continuing the sentence: " If I was the last 
man on Earth, ______.



Other Learning activities:

1 Summarizing a film;

Describing characters, customs and events;2

Pros and cons of contrast and comparison;3

Activities to identify a point of view, a theme, a 
gender;4

Writing a literary essay, preparing a speech, 
report or project.5



Specific skills:

To express preferences, personal opinions in a 
conversational framework;1

To interpret information ('listening') in naturally 
created contexts;2

To initiate and hold a conversation;3

To request information, clarifications, answers.4



Assessment methods:

1. Tests that involve multiple-choice exercises, rephrase, 
fill-in, identify the error (s), choose the correct answer, 
reading comprehension, listening comprehension.
2. Writing of functional texts.
3. Teamwork for some projects (groups of 3-4 students) 
or portfolios .
4. Making illustrating scenarios for different aspects of 
culture and civilization;
5. Filling in forms / questionnaires with varied topics;
6. Challenging / organizing debates on controversial 
issues of culture and civilization encountered both in 
literary works, and in their film adaptations.



• Using film as a teaching tool can offer captivating 
pathways;

• Students can get more motivated in studying 
English;

• A good opportunity to focus more on fluency;

• Helps them remember language structures, 
vocabulary items or discourse patterns more easily;

• Provides opportunities for collective and 
collaborative learning and offers a space for sharing 
opinions.

Conclusions



• https://www.europeanfilmfactory.eu/ 
• https://teachwithmovies.org/ 
• https://busyteacher.org/ 
• https://kahoot.com/schools-u/ 
• https://www.liveworksheets.com/ 
• https://www.intofilm.org/films 
• https://videolibrarian.com/articles/essays/the-

power-of-teaching-with-film/ 
• https://journeysinfilm.org/product/just-mercy/

Useful platforms

https://www.europeanfilmfactory.eu/
https://teachwithmovies.org/
https://busyteacher.org/
https://kahoot.com/schools-u/
https://www.liveworksheets.com/
https://www.intofilm.org/films
https://videolibrarian.com/articles/essays/the-power-of-teaching-with-film/
https://videolibrarian.com/articles/essays/the-power-of-teaching-with-film/
https://journeysinfilm.org/product/just-mercy/


Thank you for your attention!

“Students don’t need a perfect teacher. Students 
need a happy teacher, who’s gonna make them 

excited to come to school and grow a love for 
learning.”


