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THE Plan

01
Them vs. Us

02
Then vs. Now

03
Ss driven-FOMO 
challenged advice

04
Feedback & 
sharing



Quick tour down memory lane
1. If you had to use one word to describe your experience as a student,

what would it be?

2. What the happiest memory from school?

3. Can you remember a disappointing experience you had as a student?

4. A moment when a teacher was supportive?

5. Did you always do your homework?

6. Do you agree with all the procedures your organisation asks you to

follow?

7. How would our students answer?

8. Would they mention us at the question about the supportive teacher?

9. What skills did you need to get your first job?



Definitions
‘In education, student 
engagement refers to the 
degree of attention, curiosity, 
interest, optimism, and 
passion that students show 
when they are learning or 
being taught, which extends 
to the level of motivation 
they have to learn and 
progress in their education.’

‘A classic textbook 
definition of motivation is 
given by Mullins (2002), 
who says that motivation 
is a ‘driving force’ through 
which people strive to 
achieve their goals and 
fulfil a need or uphold a 
value.’

Source: https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-sports-psychology/motivation-and-
factors-affecting-motivation/content-section-3

Needs 

Values 

Goals

Source: 
https://www.edglossary.org/



Me: I teach EAP in the BME programme.
A colleague: I teach students.

1. What do our students need?

2. What is important to them, what are their values?

3. What are their learning goals? Do they know?

“We do not learn from experience … we learn 
from reflecting on experience”, John Dewey



Education. Then vs. Now



Sources: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvmv
4wx/revision/4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desk
top&v=eYq0JmMgBzw&ab_channel=AndyE
arle

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvmv4wx/revision/4


Source: Library of Congress

Children in a classroom, circa 1919-1929.

https://www.sixthtone.com/news/1000089/c
hinas-most-understaffed-school-has-113-
children-class





Source: TEDxNorrkoping - Peter 
Gärdenfors - How to Motivate 
Students?

● Some will not
perform as well
as others

● Rules decrease
motivation



When rules work

Can you  spot 
any values?



● Time travel is not possible
● 21st century skills vs.

20th century skills
● Does it match our students

needs, values, and goals?
● Is it really logical to want

this?

Why ‘back in my day’ does not work









https://oxfordhousebcn.com/en/15-new-
english-words-you-need-for-2020/



Words of 2020

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-
55016543#:~:text=This%20year%20has%20seen%20so,%2C%20mood%2C%20or%20preoccupations%
22.



Words for 2021

Sharent (n)
a parent who uses social 
media to share photos or 
other information about 

their child.

Techlash (n)
a strong negative 

reaction against the 
largest tech companies.

Shecession (n)
an economic crisis that 

disproportionately 
affects women.

Clofficewear (n)
clothes that can be 

worn both at home and 
at work.

Maskne (n)
the spots you get on 

the face from wearing a 
mask.

#Vaccinated (adj)
the hashtag you post 
once you receive the 

Covid-19 vaccine.

Source: https://oxfordhousebcn.com/en/8-english-words-you-need-
for-2021/



https://metro.co.uk/2020/05/19/un-
releases-list-gender-neutral-
replacements-commonly-used-words-
12725607/

Words on the 
verge of 
extinction



So long, Mademoiselle!

Source: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/151780/GNL_Guidelines_EN.pdf



20 jobs on the verge 
of extinction

https://www.boredpanda.com/extinct-
jobs/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_c
ampaign=organic

https://www.aarp.org/work/job-search/info-
2020/jobs-disappearing-forever.html



Who knows what the future holds?





Preparing students for the future



Climate

Refugees

https://www.ach.org.uk/news-and-features/climate-change-
forced-migration-biggest-refugee-crisis-yet



Lifelong learning

https://www.pwfo.org/blog/the-shift-from-continuous-
professional-development-to-lifelong-learning
https://twitter.com/66principal/status/102031559695995
2902

https://www.pwfo.org/blog/the-shift-from-continuous-professional-development-to-lifelong-learning


Source: https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-are-21st-
century-skills



With a little help from my students...

Care & 
Respect

Too much homework. 
Teachers, and adults in 
general, don’t listen to 

us.

Relevant 
content How does this help us?

Check your 
TTT

‘When the teacher start 
talking, students stop 

learning.

Growth 
mindset

I’m afraid of making 
mistakes. I’m really bad 

at this.



Care & Respect
● Set logical rules (Why?)
● Show understanding
● Ask them questions
● Listen actively
● Avoid labelling
● feedback





Relevant content

● Is it compatible with
students need-value-want
to achieve?

● Is it challenging enough?
● Does it develop critical

thinking skills?



Do schools kill creativity?



‘We want to study abroad’



Check your TTT
● How much do we talk in class?
● Do students listen? How do we know they

are learning?
● Ideally, no more than 30%
● How often do we ask them to work in

pairs/groups?
● How often do we encourage self/peer

correction?
● How often do we teach them how to find

reliable info instead of giving the answer
ourselves?







Growth vs. fixed mindset

● I love mistakes.

● Success vs. not scared of failure.

● Don’t give up!

● Ask for help.

● Hard = Bad?

● The language of

‘Not yet’



To sum up

● Care & Respect
● Relevant content
● Check your TTT
● Growth mindset

These should work

What do you think?



Teaching is a 
species of 
friendship.

Rakesh Bhanot

Smile, it works!

Remember to 
breathe!

Self-care for 
everyone!

Be yourself!
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